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473 Steps Today 41,020 

Today’s walk was going to take us through our real first taste of the Tuscan landscape, those 

rolling hills with the pencil pines and patchwork quilt paddocks. Add to these the wonderful old 

brick buildings and you have the perfect postcard picture. Before we left San Miniato we visited 

a small church on the outskirts. Local artists had been invited to paint modern frescos alongside 

some older paintings. They had depicted the usual Christian 

iconic scenes of which this is a sample. It was good to see a 

modern influence on the internal decoration of a church 

particularly as most of the paintings included the 50 % of 

the population that is normally excluded, except of course 

for Madonna paintings. 

But back to the views. As we left the village it was still very 

misty so the landscape had not woken up yet, so we walked 

along the ridge top waiting to be delighted by the awakening. 

Finally, it came at about 10.30 when the sun had burnt the 

mist off and left us with long range views of the Tuscan 

Landscape and we were not disappointed even though with 

the hot weather it was very dry. Surely the creator made 

Italy from designs by Michelangelo. We often see the 

Tuscan landscape as one that has been tamed by humans but 

to me it is a working example of humans working with nature 

to enhance the environment. As an example, we passed 

farmers who were hand hoeing around the grapevines rather 

than applying a weed killer, perhaps it is an issue with the 

taste of the grapes but the impression I get from my visits to Tuscany is that the farmers are 

working with the land rather than trying to tame it. Most people have seen the landscape before 

but just for the record here is an example. 

Along the way I came 

across some of our 

feathered friends walking 

along the via, they must 

have lost their way from 

the Aqua Via Francigena. I also came across 

this sign post outside one of the local B & B so I 

thought I would give it a local touch. 

 

 

 

 

 


