
Lens 28th letter from the Via Date: 04/08/17 

Location Miradole 

Terne 

KM’s to 

Rome 

832 Steps Today 50,089 

Broke ranks this morning and decided to walk out of Pavia along the river rather than through 

the suburbs. The promenade along the river allows for views up and down the river and is a 

great place for an early morning run/walk/swim/fish. This is one of the bridges into Pavia, a 

little bit Florence like in appearance and is used as a meeting place for the youth of Pavia. 

As I walked out along the river I was 

contemplating how much time in the 

last four weeks that I had spent 

beside or near rivers. The Via 

Francigena has routes for walkers, 

cyclists and cars. Why not an aquatic 

route? It could start off with a 

ceremonial row across the lake at St 

Bernard’s pass, then all the way to 

Rome by river. The canoes could be 

specially adapted to have wheels 

attached and you could billy cart 

from St Bernard’s pass until the 

rivers became large enough for a 

canoe. The big advantage is that you would always be going with the flow of the river.  I know 

the Tiber river is big enough to paddle a canoe in 

at Bastardo in Umbria. So, an aquatically minded 

silly Bas**** only has to develop the route from 

St Bernard’s pass to the Tiber river. This map of 

Italy shows that all that is needed to create the 

route is an aquatic connection to join the rivers 

Po and Tiber. It may require a short sea journey 

but this would add to the adventure not detract 

from it. 

The urge to shout filthy words at the top of my voice was as strong as ever, on any part of 

this trip as I missed my chance for a swim in the River Po because of my timidness around 

water. 

This is a version of the local house boat I have seen 

on the river around Pavia. Perhaps not the sleekest 

of boats to be used to paddle to Rome in but a 

variation of the style would save a lot on hotel bills, 

remember the aim is to do the trip as cheaply as 

possible. Alternatively, as the gear won’t have to be 

carried you could take the camping gear in the canoe 

and sleep out every night. 

Travelling Book Club: The next book is A portrait of 

a Lady by Henry James, thanks Sarah. 

 

 

 

 


