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Location Santhia and 

Turin 

KM’s to 

Rome 

954 Steps Today 14,907 

Today was a rest day so I took the opportunity to visit a client of TWB’s based in Turin 

Geodata Engineering S.p.A. Geodata are an engineering design company who have ongoing 

projects worldwide including the Forrestfield railway development in Perth. Their speciality is 

underground tunnels having designed over 4,000 km’s of tunnels since 1984. 

I had to do some work in the morning with Dario the company’s accountant but lunch time 

soon came around so Piergiogio Grasso (immediately to my right) the founder of the company 

took us out to lunch. Around the table from Piergiogio’s right is Dario Donna, Vittorio Corra 

and Liu Jin. The lunch was delicious and was finished off with the freshest of berries 

(strawberries, blackberries and raspberries) as a desert. You can see that we all look as if we 

have had an enjoyable lunch. 

It is always enlightening to visit a client 

at their place of business as it provides 

a deeper understanding of what they 

are trying to achieve. The informality 

over lunch also allowed Piergiogio to 

elaborate on his vision for putting the 

metro system throughout Australia’s 

metropolitan cities. He has some very 

strong ideas on how urban transport 

systems should develop. 

I was not aware of the difference 

between an underground railway system 

and a Metro system so Piergiogio and Dario took me on a tour of Turin’s Metro, the design for 

which Geodata had a significant input. 

The first thing you notice at the station is how the design actually creates urban space. All 

travellers experience the seediness of many railway stations when entering a city, not the 

case here. There were significant open areas that allowed free access through the station 

which connected the communities on both sides of the line (which is underground) a bit like 

the Roman bridge a few blogs back. There is also an interconnection between the city lines 

and the trains arriving from outside Turin which makes the transfer of passengers to the 

Metro very simple. 

The train carriages are driverless like what we 

have at the major airports now. Some simple 

design features such as providing light in the 

tunnels and walkways between stations has 

overcome the anxiety of passengers travelling in 

driverless trains. Once constructed, passenger 

use increased by 35% more than expected. Turin 

has a population of 1.2 million, Melbourne a 

population of 4.3 million. Travelling on this clean, efficient and regular (a train every two 

minutes) shows what can be done.  We could do this for Melbourne and perhaps we could get 

rid of our trams, imagine what that would do for traffic congestion. 

 

 

 


