
Lens letter from the Via Date 27/07/17 

Location Santhia KM’s to 

Rome 

954 Steps Today 30,728 

Walking out from the Hotel it was such a 

beautiful morning I decided to increase my 

distance today and walk back out beside 

Lake Viverone. The lake was still, the only 

ripples being caused by diving birds. This 

would be a nice place to spend a lazy summer 

holiday. 

I can still see the Alps of in the distance and 

this might be my last chance to enjoy the 

view. They have been  omnipresent for the 

last week. They will soon be invisible to my 

eye, yet they will stay, such privilege has 

omnipresence.  

As I walked through corn fields in the blink of an eye they became rice paddies. It had the 

advantage that I could now see over the countryside but rice fields as far as the eye could 

see did not make for an interesting walk. After a few hours, a train going by was enough to 

get my attention. 

What I did notice is that because of all the water there 

was a large diversity of insects which meant that there 

were lots of birds. This is an example of one of the 

insects, a large dragon fly with the deepest of blue as 

its body colour with black wings. They are about the 

size of a small bat and look wonderful as they flit about 

the top of the canals. 

I decided to have a rest stop and spent an unproductive 

hour trying to catch the dragon fly in full flight. I didn’t bring my SLR digital camera on this 

walk but this is one of many occasions that I was 

sorry I didn’t have it with me, but there were also 

many times I was glad that it wasn’t in my pack. This 

sort of walk is all about compromises and weight in 

the pack is a crucial variable in any decision. 

As I continued on my way I came across some more 

sedate animals as they enjoyed a frolic in the canal. I 

think they are Water Voles whose natural habitat is 

all through Europe. 

They are indigenous to the region unlike these 

other mammals I found in the next paddy field 

who are not. They must come in on our 

equivalent 457 visa, their special skill, paddy 

field weeding. I didn’t feel so dorky in my 

mosquito net as on closer inspection I could see 

they were all wearing one too. 

 

 

 

 

 


