
Lens letter from the Via Date 25/07/17 

Location Ivrea KM’s to 

Rome 

990 Steps Today 39,906 

Yesterday’s walk means I have less than 1,000 km to go, my first significant benchmark. It 

seems so long ago that I started this walk but it has gone so quickly. I am coping much better 

with the km’s now as I became walk fit.  

Point St Martin was another village which showed 

the impact of Roman influence. This bridge 

scanned a large valley and made the village into one 

community. It is now only used for people traffic 

but it is wonderful that so much of the historical 

infrastructure has been maintained and in a 

functional way not something that is just on 

display. Let’s hope that all we called culture, spirit, 

soul, all that we called beautiful and sacred 

becomes nothing but a ghost long dead. 

I met an Italian couple who are doing a couple of 

weeks on the Via in their holidays. It would seem 

that most walkers are doing parts of the walk hoping to fill in the gaps over time, it leads me 

to contemplate whether I will consider the Canterbury to Langres as a lost opportunity. 

I quickly left the village this time with a bit of a climb to the inevitable closed church and 

soon was walking through the local vineyards. The grapes are grown on pergolas so it gives the 

effect of walking through a shaded tunnel as I pick my way through the vines. They were very 

sweet, mainly grapes for white wine. 

I am unsure as to why the grapes are grown this high off the ground it may have something to 

do with the snowline. I certainly appreciated the shade later. This 

method also allows the locals to grow their grapes over rocks as 

they construct a pergola over solid rock which would normally be 

barren land and plant the vine in some ground close by to the 

rock. I did however feel that for most of the day I was 

trespassing on somebody’s property. 

As I walked into Ivrea I met a Spanish walker from Barcelona, he 

had very good English so we were able to communicate quite well. 

He is a secondary school teacher, Maths and IT, who is doing his 

fourth Camino. He has done two in Spain and the way of St 

Jacques in France. Interestingly he is relying on modern 

technology to find his way. I have seen a few people waving their 

phones around in the air trying to get reception, one walker climbing a tree, in the hope of 

getting those magical flashes on their phones. What is available is great and I am also using 

potable WIFI to find my way at times but they should have some backup  

The Spaniard has met quite a few Australians in Spain. We were walking up a hill and he asked 

me to slow down, he really should outwalk me as he was about six feet and looked fit. He told 

me that all Australians are really tuff and that every Australian he has come across in his 

travels can do anything, a fair wrap for all us Australians. We can’t beat Raffa at tennis 

though and we can’t plan a city as beautifully as Barcelona has been planned. 

 

 


