
Lens letter from the Via Date 24/07/17 

Location Point St 

Martin 

KM’s to 

Rome 

1014 Steps Today 25,254 

Woke up to a brilliant sunny day and looking forward to getting out on the trail. Was the only 

person at breakfast so hope that the cook didn’t get up especially for me. I couldn’t eat the 

custard buns and chocolate cake for breakfast so I stuck to the bread and jam. I carry around 

some muesli with me so obliging I was provided with a bowel and milk, I think the cook thought I 

was a cat. 

Leaving the town, I was surrounded by waves and waves of corn, all well over my head, swaying 

to a slight breeze. The corn acted like an English hedgerow and I walked for several hours with 

only brief views of the river and the occasional cliff face. 

The river is quite dirty here and makes the Yarra look like a pristine East Gippsland river. There 

are several small hydro power stations operating at various levels down the river so perhaps this 

is what is making the water dirty. Malcom Turnbull must have walked this valley as they appear 

to be the type of mini hydro power stations he is talking about. The melting snow must provide 

strong river flows all year to keep the number of power stations operating. There are only small 

dams on the high side of the stations so they mainly rely on the natural river flow. I think 

Malcom may be onto something here, I guess the big party trick will be to move the Swiss Alps 

to Australia. 

This area is full of remnants of 

roman activity as well as every 

other culture that has passed 

through here in the last 5000 

years, including my ancestors the 

Gaul’s.  

I am close to the place were 

50,000 Gaul soldiers were 

surprised by Roman troops coming 

down from the pass and were 

massacred. 

This is a bridge over the said river, notice how dirty the water is. The sign said it was a Roman 

bridge and it was in a remarkable state of repair for its age. 

Today I had one of the benefits of a slow walk through a country. I came across a village called 

Bard. This village was in a part of the valley where the cliffs were 

only about 500 meters apart, thus creating a tunnelling effect for all 

the groups that have passed through this area. There are rock 

carvings that are 5,000 years old and much evidence of Napoleon 

spending some time here. On many of the houses there were plaques 

explaining what special architectural feature was still intact in or 

supporting the house. I spent an interesting 90 minutes looking at the 

displays and the old buildings, but as usual my underrated ancestors 

did not feature very much. This man a fellow Gaul is showing his 

disgust, apparently the locals think that he is a bit crazy so the lock 

him up during the day so he doesn’t scare the tourists. He should give one loud, long and final 

scream of despair. 

 

 


